Spring 2018 Undergraduate Course Descriptions

Pols X299 Hershey
What can you do with a major in political science? In this course you'll network with a
series of IU Poli Sci alums who have careers in law, government, business, nonprofits,
research institutes, international service, education, and other fields. You'll learn what it
takes to get these jobs, and you'll have a chance to talk with each of these professionals and
get their advice. You'll also find out how to use on-campus opportunities to gain careerrelevant experience, write (or rewrite) a resume' and find out how to excel in an interview.
(1 credit, graded pass/fail) Open to: Political Science majors and those considering
majoring or minoring in political science.

Pols Y100 Dalecki
Politics is the study and practice of the decision-making process involved in managing a
state or a government. It deals with "who gets what, when and how" or "who could do
what to whom," to use celebrated phrases. Because political relations involve power and
authority, politics and controversy go hand in hand, either overtly or covertly. This course
will explore several controversies that have permeated American politics, ranging from
contentions about the rationale behind the American political system (motivations of the
Founding Fathers, the Electoral College, redistricting) through disagreements over the
essence of public policies (death penalty, the drinking age, subsidizing the Arts) to debates
about civil rights and liberties (abortion, freedom of expression, surveillance). We will
focus on what types of arguments have been used to endorse/reject specific views and how
arguments in favor of/against these views have been produced. The goal of the course is
thus two-fold: to examine key debates present in American politics and to appreciate the
art of making effective political arguments.

Pols Y103 Bianco
Since we can't escape from politics in our lives, we might as well learn to appreciate and
enjoy them. In this class we explore American politics: its rules (the Constitution), its
institutions (the Presidency, Congress, the courts, and the bureaucracy), its participants
(individual voters, parties, interests groups, and the media) and its product (social,
economic and foreign policy). We not only cover the facts of American politics, we also
focus on becoming informed critics and intelligent consumers of the daily barrage of news
from the media. Grades will be based on four exams and in class exercises. Optional
feature-length movies are shown at night for extra credit. Readings average 50 pages of
textbook per week, and current events articles found online. This course is designed for
non-majors, beginning majors, and people considering becoming political science majors.

Pols Y105 Scheuerman
The course begins by addressing the most basic political question: why obey government?
If we are to be expected to obey government, what should we legitimately expect in return?
After examining how prominent political actors and thinkers have tackled this issue, the
course considers the most influential modern answer to it, as formulated by writers
associated with what soon became described as "liberalism." After examining liberalism,
we turn to critics, on both the left and right, who have argued that modern liberalism fails
sufficiently to explain why people should obey their governments. Finally, we conclude by
discussing how the political theories examined in the course can help us make sense of
Donald Trump and other right-wing "populist" leaders around the world.
Course format is old-fashioned: you read, discuss, and write about a diverse collection of
political figures and thinkers, including Plato, John Locke, Thomas Jefferson, JeanJacques Rousseau, John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, Henry Thoreau, and M.L. King. The aim
is to provide a basic introduction to some of the most important political ideas and theories,
as well as help you become a more informed and alert citizen.

Pols Y107
This course has a dual purpose: to introduce students to political science and to show how
political scientists compare and contrast different countries. Students will gain a basic
understanding of the variety of political systems that different societies have established
throughout history.
We will pay particular attention to the economic consequences of different types of
government to understand why some countries are rich and others are poor, but will also
explore various other topics such as presidential and parliamentary democracies,
dictatorships, political order and conflict, political participation, public policies, and social
movements. Political theories will be illustrated with case readings and regular short films
from selected countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America.
Selected Topics
* Theories of government and nation-states
* The economic role of governments
* Democratic and Nondemocratic regimes
* New and Advanced Democracies
* Postcommunist political development
* Politics and economics of Developing countries
* Violence and Political Disorder
* Globalization

Pols Y109 Spechler
Poverty. Inequality. Scarce resources. Ethnic identity. Territorial ambitions. Ideology.
Political aspirations. As we move into a new millennium, nearly every area of the world is
beset by violent conflict arising from these and many other sources. This course will
provide you with basic conceptual tools and information to help you understand some of
the major problems in world politics in recent decades and think critically about possible
solutions to those problems. The primary focus will be on the causes of conflict and war;
the advantages and disadvantages of and alternatives to force for achieving foreign policy
goals; and ways of preventing or reducing the likelihood, severity and duration of war. The
course will include a simulation of the United Nations General Assembly in which all
students will participate as delegates.

Pols Y200 Smyth
Since 2010, political protests erupted in Cairo, London, the US, and Moscow, challenging
regimes and changing public policy debates. While analysts have pointed to a moment of
global protest, the details of each of these protest events suggests that there were significant
differences in the source, form, and impact of individual movements. In this course, we will
examine theories that explain protest activity in the age of globalization and social
networking. We will ask the critical question of why individuals join protest movements
even when it challenges their personal safety. Class sessions will combine lecture,
discussion and in-class assignments and exercises. We will rely many types of evidence to
evaluate protest movements, including scholarly and policy-articles, the popular press,
memoirs, and film. The course is divided into four sections: an introduction, a study of the
Arab Spring with a focus on Egypt, a study of post-Communist Color Revolutions with a
focus on Russia, and a study far right activism.

Pols Y200 Loyle
Human Rights and Film
This course examines the intersection of human rights, as an issue of international and
domestic politics, and film. Human rights are about recognizing, honoring and protecting
the human dignity of everyone on the planet. Until recently, how states treated their
citizens was largely nobody else's business. However, over the last few decades, there now
exists a set of international laws protecting citizens and, in some cases, providing them with
legal remedies to such abuse. Despite this revolutionary change in international laws and
norms, massive human rights violations continue to persist and too many of the world's
citizens have few significant protections. In this course, we will discuss topics ranging from
the nature and origins of human rights, to the motives for the abuse of these rights, and the
remedies available to redress these abuses. We will explore these themes through the
medium of film.

Pols Y211 Dalecki
Law is defined as rules of conduct that govern a society. In a democratic society, law serves
as a guarantee of governmental accountability and social rights. Specifically, law is
intended to assure that no person or branch of government may rise above rules made by
elected public officials, that the rights of citizens are protected from arbitrary use of power,
and that rules of societal conduct are clear, fairly enforced, and guarantee predictability as
to how a society functions. The expression "the rule of law" (or "everyone is subject to the
law") is often used to encapsulate the essence of this set of principles. In brief, the rule of
law is said to be a foundation for both order and liberties.
We will examine this credo through three lenses.
(1)
Origins of law and formulations of the rule of law. How did law come about? How
was the concept of the rule of law established and formalized? What are the main theories
of law and the rule of law in circulation today?
(2)
The United States court system and its highest judicial authority, the Supreme
Court. How is the court system organized? What is the relation between the courts on and
between state and federal levels? What is the role of the Supreme Court in American
politics? What factors affect decisions made by the Supreme Court Justices?
(3)
The international context of law. What is the relation between domestic and
international law? Can principles of the rule of law govern relations among nation states?
Is it possible to have a global system of law?
The implicit goal of this course is also to reflect on a more pointed question: Is law neutral
and objective or is law like a spider web through which the big flies pass and the little ones
get caught?

Pols Y212 Carugati
Today, almost every country proclaims to be a democracy, a republic, or both. However,
democracy is also perceived to be at a juncture, as internal forces--for example, populism
and nationalism--combine with external threats--like terrorism and the rise of powerful
authoritarian leaders--to jeopardize its stability. Could studying the successes and failures
of the first large-scale experiments in democratic and republican governance--ancient
Athens and Rome--help us fix what is broken in our own political systems?
In this course, students will analyze problems affecting democratic institutions by
employing a long-term historical perspective and a design approach. The first half of the
class confronts the fundamental challenge faced by non-authoritarian governments--the
challenge of social cooperation at scale--and provides an introduction to the institutional
structures of Athens' democracy and the Roman Republic. In the second half of the class,
we use the insights that emerge from the ancient case studies to analyze, and craft potential
solutions to a series of problems facing democracy today, such as inequality, corruption,
violence, and exclusion.

The goal of the class is to provide students with the instruments to approach contemporary
governmental failures through the lenses of history, comparative politics, and political
philosophy.
The requirements for the course include: active participation, five quizzes, two exams, and
a short research paper. Active participation means being able to summarize and discuss
assigned readings and additional class material. The required readings are diverse and
include newspaper articles, academic books and journals, and ancient historical and
philosophical writings. Additional class material includes blog posts and movies. There are
no books for purchase. The course has no prerequisites and students need no previous
knowledge of either political science or ancient history. This course takes seriously the
notion of "learning from the past," and it encourages students to think creatively about
politics--as the ancients did.

Pols Y212 Bielasiak
What is democracy? Can any country become a democracy, or are certain preconditions
necessary? Why do some democracies succeed, while others break down and return to
dictatorial politics? Is democracy as an idea in crisis around the world?
The course examines the principles and institutions of democracies around the world. We
start with: what is democracy and democratization? We turn to preconditions ¿ are
economic growth, or civic culture, or foreign influence necessary for democracy? Or can
democracy be crafted from scratch in inhospitable situations? Next, we consider different
institutional mechanisms: pluralism and consensus democracy, presidential and
parliamentary governments, multi or two-party systems. We conclude by examining
contemporary challenges to democracy, such as populism.
Requirements include participation in class discussion, in-class written assignments, and
two exams.

Pols Y300 Grigorev
Law, Courts, and Constitutions in Authoritarian States
This course explores the intersection of politics and law, with a focus on legal and judicial
dynamics in contemporary autocracies. The course will address: the role of constitutions
and courts in autocratic system, how courts function under democracy and autocracy, and
the relative influence of different types of courts within these systems. While there is a
strong expectation that authoritarianism is bad for law and courts, in this course we test
these expectations by examining constitutions and courts in different autocratic states,
including Russia. This exploration reveals a more complex picture of the role of legal
institutions in autocracy than we might expect from the popular press.

Pols Y301 Hershey
Political parties and interest groups, to many people, are like warts on the body politic. The
writers of the Constitution felt pretty much the same way. They worried that these groups

create conflicts and cause the gridlock that so often paralyzes government. So why, then,
did these writers of the Constitution themselves create political parties shortly afterward?
And why do most Americans consider themselves to be Democrats or Republicans and
even consider the other party to be vile? In this course you'll come to understand what
parties and interest groups are capable of doing to promote a democracy and what they
actually do in practice. We'll look at third parties, political action committees, "dark
money," and social movements as well. There will be a substantial amount of reading in
this course. Two essay exams and several short research projects will be assigned.

Pols Y317 Fraga
Democracy is generally understood to be the basis of the American political system, with
elections serving as the primary link between citizens and the representation they receive.
Yet many of us stay home on election day, casual observers decry partisan politics, and
polling reveals few Americans feel well represented by Congress. In this course, we will
explore features of American electoral politics through three central questions, each
addressing the points made above: Why do we vote? What drives us to vote for one
candidate over another? When do our political opinions impact public policy? While we
will emphasize the many answers political science provides, we will also pay attention to the
way campaigns perceive voters, and how data journalism and data analysis can help us
understand election results. Most of the course will focus on recent presidential and
congressional elections, including Donald Trump's election in 2016. The end goal of the
course is to move beyond an us vs. them understanding of elections, and instead see how a
scientific understanding of the electoral process can help explain the politics of today.

Pols Y318 Badas
This course will analyze the origins, development, and operations of the American
presidency. Topics will include presidential elections, the interaction between the President
and Congress, the interaction between the President and the judiciary, Presidential
policymaking, and the President's influence over public opinion. At the end of this course
students will have a better appreciation and understanding of political science concepts,
theories, and methodologies and be able to apply them to contemporary political events.
Assignments: 3 exams, 4 article summaries, a 6-8 page research design.

Pols Y321 Cruz Nichols
Edmund Burke asserts in The Sublime and The Beautiful, "No passion so effectually robs
the mind of all its powers of acting and reasoning as fear." Yet, the media and political
mobilizers often seek to garner support and encourage participation by pointing to the
looming catastrophe at hand, often triggering a sense of urgency. What kinds of dilemmas
do constant fear tactics pose to the health of American democracy? This course examines
the role of whistleblowers in American politics, with a critical lens on the political
psychology behind persuasive (and potentially problematic) communication strategies
exercised by the media and political elites. Topics vary and may include free speech, social
movements, public opinion, identity politics, campaign tactics and the politics of

representation. With a particular focus on race and ethnicity, we will examine the ways in
which the media impact the civic engagement of groups in the United States as well as the
policy outcomes of topics including immigration, healthcare, environmental, crime and
elections. Students will practice interpreting data from recent surveys on social and
political attitudes.

Pols Y362 Magid
This course will examine conflict in the modern era through the lens of ethnicity. The
course will introduce students to important concepts relating to ethnic conflict, a range of
theories that have been developed to explain ethnic conflict, and the role of ethnicity in
some of the most prominent crises faced by the international community today. Questions
examined in this course will include: What makes a conflict "ethnic"? What are the
underlying causes of ethnic conflicts? Why do some ethnic groups live peacefully together
while others engage in horrific acts of violence against one another? What role has
ethnicity played in the growth and spread of Islamist groups such as ISIS and al-Qaeda?
What is the role of ethnicity in the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the conflicts in
Ukraine and Chechnya? What role does ethnicity play in the ongoing conflict in
Israel/Palestine? How has the international community responded to ethnic conflicts? In
addition to focusing on foreign conflicts the course will also build on the recent events in
Charlottesville to explore the role ethnicity plays in current political tensions within the
United States.

Pols Y368 Spechler
After decades of Cold War, for a while it seemed possible that the bitter enmity between
Russia and the West might give way to an amicable partnership that could address many
pressing world problems. Instead, Cold War tensions are resuming, and years of rivalry
have left a legacy of mistrust and suspicion that seems increasingly unlikely to dissipate.
This course will attempt to understand the reasons for this disappointing outcome. We will
examine the evolution of Soviet foreign policy in the period since World War II and the
foreign policy of Russia since the collapse of the Soviet state, focusing in particular on
Russia's relations with the West. Tensions between Russia and the West with regard to
developments in Eastern Europe, Central and East Asia, and the Middle East will also be
considered. Topics may include the competing views on foreign policy held by various
Russian elites, the persistent legacy of the Russian past and of Soviet experience in
international affairs before 1945; the impact of ideology on Soviet and Russian decisions
and actions; and the institutions and individuals involved in the making of Moscow's
foreign policy. Readings, lectures and discussions will analyze Soviet conduct during the
Cold War, the changes in Soviet policy that led to the end of the Cold War, and Russia's
policies in the post-Cold War era. Students will participate in a role-playing exercise,
simulating discussions in the Russian Foreign Ministry.

Pols Y375 Miliate
War and other kinds of conflict are at the center of Political Science and International
Relations, so much so that we have come up with so many explanations of this violent
phenomenon that wrapping your mind around them all can seem daunting and perhaps
even a bit pointless. At the same time, for most people explaining the causes of war is only
helpful if it can inform conflict resolution, prevent future conflicts before they start, or
further other political/societal goals. To that end, this course aims to make theory useful
and pragmatic; offer students intelligent and sophisticated ways of speaking about real
conflicts in the past, present, and future; and bring conflict resolution, peacekeeping, and
policy making to the forefront.

Pols Y382 Craiutu
We live in the age of Trump and alternative facts and must therefore reexamine some of
the key concepts in political theory. One of them is leadership, the other one is
constitutionalism, and the third one is democracy and free speech. Hence, this course will
be organized around three main themes:
I. What do we mean when we say that someone is a good or bad politician? What are the
requirements of effective leadership in politics and public life? What is political power and
how must power be exercised? Can we successfully combine ethical behavior with worldly
success? Is compromise desirable in politics? How can we distinguish between opportunism
and integrity in politics?
II. What is necessary in order to have political order? What is constitutionalism and how
can we best promote the principles of constitutionalism? Is there a "science of politics" or
only "an art of politics" that varies with times and circumstances?
III. What is democracy and what are its real virtues and limitations? Does it promote real
freedom? Why do we care about democracy? Is this the best form of government? What is
the relation between democracy and free speech? Is "true" democracy compatible with
"political correctness"?
The class will use a combination of lecture and discussion; hence, participation in class and
online discussions along with regular attendance will be essential in calculating the final
grade. The requirements include several quizzes, a midterm and final exam.

Pols Y405 Razo
Politics is driven by the decisions of individuals and groups in society. The types of
decisions that are made in any society range from individual choices such as deciding
whom to support in a given election, to the collective choice of public policies made by a
group of public officials. This course introduces students to basic tools and models of
rational choice and game theory to understand political decision making. We start with a
basic theory of how individuals make their own decisions. We will also explore the
consequences of strategic behavior that arises when individuals interact or compete with

other political actors. To that effect, we build upon the basic theory of individual choice to
examine the complexities that arise when groups of people come together to make a
decision. To understand group decision making, we will study how institutions, or the
political context in which group decisions are made, affect group choices.
This course provides students with an accessible, yet rigorous, introduction to modern
theories of political decision making to accomplish three general goals. First, students will
learn concept and tools that will allow them to re-examine and integrate material from
previous courses within a common analytical framework. Second, by learning to analyze
political problems in a logical and abstract way, students will be better prepared for more
advanced courses in political science and other social sciences. Finally, the tools developed
in this course have many practical applications for everyday decision making including
various domains outside of political science such as business and economics.

Pols Y490 Loyle
Human Rights and Transitional Justice.
Over the last thirty years we have seen a rapid increase in the push for accountability
following political transitions and violent conflict as a means of reckoning with gross
violations of individual human rights. Including the trials at Nuremberg and Tokyo, the
South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the creation of the International
Criminal Court, these processes, called transitional justice, have become a prominent way
for dealing with violence and its legacy in the 21st Century. This seminar is designed as a
survey of the existing transitional justice options following armed conflict. In addition to
cataloguing the range of different mechanisms that can and have been used to address
human rights violations, we will discuss the main debates and obstacles surrounding their
use.

Pols Y490 Craiutu
AMERICA SEEN THROUGH FOREIGN EYES
JUSTIFICATION. Over the past two centuries, visitors of the New World saw America as
a prospect, a country whose historical development foreshadowed the fate of modern
industrial society. The institutions of the United States have always been considered to be a
matter of more general interest than those of other nations in the world. One of the best
guides to America can be found in Tocqueville's classic Democracy in America. Regardless
of what we may come to think today about the virtues and limitations of this masterpiece,
Tocqueville's book can still serve as a valuable starting point for exploring how foreign
visitors have understood America, its institutions, society, and culture. On the one hand, it
should not be forgotten that the greatest symbol of America, the widely celebrated Statue
of Liberty, was the work of a few Frenchmen. On the other had, as James Russell Lowell
once said, "for some reason or other, the European has rarely been able to see America
except in caricature." Even if in America they saw more than America itself, as Tocqueville

once acknowledged, their views on the institutions and manners of the New World are still
worth exploring and comparing, and can enrich our understanding of liberal democracy.
OBJECT OF THE COURSE. In this course, we shall explore a few classic works written
by foreign thinkers about America. The central issue will be the "rhetoric of America," the
question of American exceptionalism, and the roots of anti-Americanism. Is America the
complete incarnation of the ideas of the Enlightenment, a "postmodern" ideal situated
beyond history, a source of spiritual decadence that threatens the European tradition? Or
is it a source of rejuvenation for the rest of the world? Why are some people inclined to
espouse various forms of anti-Americanism?
The requirements include a reading log, two individual written assignments, one group
project, and a take-home exam.

Pols Y490 Winecoff
The Political Economy of Global Inequality
This senior seminar offers an opportunity to survey the empirical and theoretical literature
on the political economy of global inequality. Concern over the growth of inequality within
many advanced and developing societies has placed the issue of economic distribution at
the forefront of many political debates. At the same time, it appears that inequality
between societies may have decreased in recent times, mostly due to rapid growth in
populous emerging countries such as China and India. As this seminar progresses, we will
explore the different ways of conceptualizing and measuring inequality, will consider the
effects of inequality on economic and political systems, and will debate the policy options
available for combatting inequality and/or dealing with its effects.

