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    Y300 11748 needs consent 
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Department of Political Science Fall 2024           
Undergraduate Courses updated- subject to change
	X299
	10018
	Course Title: DC Internship course

Day and Time: R 6:00-8:00pm
Location: TBA
	Barbour

	X471
	4632
	Course Title: Internship Practicum /Teaching Assistantship
Day and Time: ARR


	Spechler

	X477
	7630
	Course Title: Field experience in Political Science
Day and Time: ARR

	Dalecki

	X477
	10330
	Course Title: Washington DC Internship Political Sciences
Day and Time: ARR

	Barbour

	X490
	7904
	Course Title: Undergraduate Readings in Political Science
Day and Time: ARR
	Dalecki

	Y100
	3024
	Course Title:  American Political Controversies
Day and Time:  MW 11:30am-12:45pm
Location: ED 1120
	Dalecki

	Y103
	30049
	Course Title: Intro to American Politics

Day and Time: TR 11:30-12:45
Location: FA 015
	Cruz-Nichols

	Y105
	3025
	Course Title:  Introduction to Political Theory
Day and Time:  TR 9:45-10:35am
Location: TBD
	Failer

	Y107
	3026
	Course Title:  Introduction to Comparative Politics
Day and Time: MW 1:15-2:30pm
Location: HH 2057
	Smyth

	Y109
	3027
	Course Title: Introduction to International Politics Joint listed with INTL-I200
Day and Time:  MW 1:15-2:30pm
Location: WH 004
	Brannon

	Y200
	34446
	Course Title: Diplomacy Security Governance
Day and Time: MW 4:10-5:00

Location: SW 007
	Zajac

	Y204
	30050
	Course Title: Institutional Analysis and Governance

Day and Time: 9:45-11:00am
Location: WH 121
	Bianco

	Y205
	3860
	Course Title:  Analyzing Politics
Day and Time:  MW 9:45-11:00am
Location: WH 120
	Bichay

	Y211
	5677
	Course Title: Introduction to Law
Day and Time: MW 3:00-4:15pm
Location:  CH 122
	Dalecki


	Y212
	10019
	Course Title:  Making Democracy work
Day and Time: MW 1:15-2:30pm
Location: GA 1106
	Isaac

	Y243
	30097
	Course Title: Governance and Corruption Across the World

Day and Time: TR 3:00-4:15pm

Location: LH 035
	MacLean

	Y300
	10784
	Course Title: IU POLS SCI internship fall 2024
Washington DC

Day and Time: ARR

	Barbour

	Y300
	12175
	Course Title:  Topics in Current Politics and Governance
Day and Time:  MW 9:45-11:00am
Location: WH 104
	Weinman

	Y300
	30098
	Course Title: American Democracy on the Ballot This November?

Day and Time: TR 11:30-12:45pm

Location: 
	Isaac

	Y300
	34516
	Course Title: Peacebuilding
Day and Time: MW 9:45-11:00am
Location: BH 118

	Brannon

	Y304
	10201
	Course Title: Constitutional Law

Day and Time: TR 3:00-4:15pm
Location: BH 104
	Braman

	Y311
	14477
	Course Title: Democracy & National Security 

Day and Time: TBD
Location: TBD
	Zulauf

	Y315
	5886
	Course Title:  Political Psychology and Socialization
Day and Time:  MW 3:00-5:30pm 2nd 8 weeks
Location:  HD TBA
	Carmines

	Y317
	33850
	Course Title: The United States Congress
Day and Time:  MW 4:45-6:00pm
Location: WH 003
	Webster

	Y319
	34983
	Course Title: The United States Congress

Day and Time: TR 1:15-2:30pm

Location:  WY 015
	Bianco

	Y324
	35745
	Course Title: Gender and Politics

Day and Time: TR 9:45-11:00am

Location: 


	Braman

	Y333
	30100
	Course Title: Chinese Politics
Day and Time: MW 11:30-12:45pm
Location: WH 009
	Wu

	Y335
	3028
	Course Title:  Western European Politics
Day and Time:  MW 3:00-4:15pm
Location: GA 1112
	Bichay


	Y352
	13288
	Course Title:  Holocaust and Politics
Day and Time:  TR 1:15-2:30pm
Location: LH 125
	Bielasiak

	Y360
	30102
	Course Title: United States Foreign Policy
Day and Time: TR 4:45-6:00pm
Location: WH 106
	Spechler

	Y361
	10140
	Course Title:  Contemporary Theories of International Relations
Day and Time MW 1:15-2:30pm
Location: BH 143
	Zajac

	Y363
	30103
	Course Title: Comparative Foreign Policy
Day and Time: TR 1:15-2:30pm
Location: WH 004
	Spechler

	Y381
	6869
	Course Title:  Classical Political Thought

Day and Time:  MW 11:30-12:45pm
Location:  WY 005
	Craiutu

	Y383
	30104
	Course Title: Foundations of American Political Thought
Day and Time: 11:30-12:45pm
Location: GA 1106
	Eber-Schmid

	Y395
	8568
	Course Title: Quantitative Political Analysis

Day and Time: TR 11:30-12:45pm
Location: WH 009
	DeSante

	Y406
	35716
	Course Title: Democracy in a Global Age

Day and Time: TR 11:30-12:45pm

Location: 
	Scheuerman

	Y490
	11241
	Course Title: Senior Seminar

Day and Time: T 4:00-6:30pm

Location: WH 218
	          Bielasiak

	Y490
	6982
	Course Title: Senior Seminar

Day and Time: R 1:15-3:45pm
Location:  AC C107
	Failer

	Y490
	13289
	Course Title: Senior Seminar 

Day and Time: W 3:00-5:30pm
Location: AC C107
	Eber-Schmid

	Y490
	36078
	Course Title: Senior Seminar

Day and Time: R 1:45-4:15pm
Location: 
	MacLean

	Y499
	8300
	Course Title: Honors Thesis, 3 credits, Honors Colloquium
Day and Time: W 1:15-3:15pm
Location: WH 108
	DeSante


Course Descriptions
POLS-X299  
Instructor: Barbour 

Course Description:

Careers for Political Science Students Internship class

What can you do with a major in political science? In this course you'll explore your own career interests and skills, find out how to use on-campus opportunities to gain career-relevant experience, and hear from a series of IU alums with professional careers in law, government, business, non-profits and research institutes, international service, polling, and other fields about what they do in their careers. You will learn what is required to get these jobs. You'll write a resume' and find out how to excel in an interview. (1 credit, graded pass/fail) Open to: Political science majors and those considering majoring or minoring in political science.

POLS-X471

Instructor: Spechler   

Course Description: 

Undergraduate Teaching Assistantship

Consent of Instructor.  Faculty-directed participation in the various aspects of academic teaching and research.  Students will assist a faculty member in such activities as directing simulations, grading, teaching discussion sections, doing research.  Individual assignments will vary by instructor.  May be repeated for a maximum of 6 credits.

POLS-X471

Instructor: Barbour

Course Description:
Consent of instructor.  Faculty-directed participation in the various aspects of academic teaching and research.  Students will assist a faculty member in such activities as directing simulations, grading, teaching discussion sections, doing research.  Individual assignments will vary by instructor.  May be repeated with a different topic for a maximum of 6 credit hours.
POLS-X477

Instructor: Dalecki
Course Description: 

Field Experience in Political Science

Credit can be used for internship experiences; students can register for 1-6 graded credit hours working with a Political Science faculty sponsor.

POLS-X477

Instructor: Barbour

Course Description:
Field Experience in Political Science

The above course is for students taking IU Pols DC internship in Washington DC spring 2022 semester

X 477: P - Junior or senior standing; 15 credit hours of political science; and project approval by instructor

Above class reflects Internship or Practicum experience. For more information visit https://covid.iu.edu/learning-modes/index.html
POLS-X490

Instructor: Dalecki

Course Description:
Undergraduate Readings in Political Science (1-6cr.)

Individual readings and research.  No more than 6 credit hours total may be taken only with consent of instructor.
POLS-Y100   
Instructor: Dalecki
Course Description: 

American Political Controversies
This course examines several controversies that have permeated American politics, ranging from contentions over the essence of public policies through debates about civil rights and liberties and disagreements over how political information should be communicated. We will focus on what types of arguments have been used to endorse/reject specific views and how arguments in favor of/against these views have been produced. The goal of the course is thus two-fold: to examine key debates present in American politics and appreciate the art of making effective political arguments.

Required Readings
All readings will be posted on Canvas.
POLS-Y103

Instructor: Cruz-Nichols
Course Description
Introduction to American Politics

This course is an introduction to American national politics. The central premise is that nothing in politics happens by accident, everything you see is the result of the choices people make. The goal is to understand American politics by (a) explaining why people act as they do, and (b) understanding the consequences of these choices. The overriding assumption is that people are rational actors, meaning that they sensible reasons for preferring one choice over another.

The secondary emphasis is on facts, both to provide basic information about American politics and to demonstrate that there is evidence behind the theories and arguments presented in the class. The class will be ruthlessly contemporary, emphasizing the political issues, campaigns, and controversies that are part of our everyday life.

While the class covers both the science of politics and the politics of the real world, it does not put a partisan spin on events. The class will focus on explaining how politics works without taking a position on whether one set of opinions or preferences are better than another. You are expected to follow this rule in your class participation and assignments.
POLS-Y105 
Instructor: Failer   
Course Description: 

Introduction to Political Theory
If you want to understand what political theories such as "liberalism," "democracy," "socialism," "feminism," "conservatism," and "populism" actually entail, this course can help you do so. The course opens by addressing the most basic question of political existence: why should we obey government? More specifically: if we are to be expected to obey government, what can we legitimately expect from government in return? After examining how a host of thinkers from both ancient and modern times tackled these questions, we turn to the most influential modern answers, as formulated by those thinkers associated with what later became described as "liberalism." Considering the possibility that liberalism represents a failed political theory, we subsequently examine major critics, on both the left and right, who have argued that liberalism never sufficiently explains why people should obey their governments. In this context, we examine "feminism," "socialism," and (contemporary) "conservatism." Finally, we discuss how the political theories examined in this course can help us make sense of Donald Trump and other "populist" leaders around the world. The course format is relatively old-fashioned: you read, discuss, and write about a diverse collection of political thinkers, including Plato, John Locke, Thomas Jefferson, John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, M.L. King, and Friedrich Hayek. The aim is to provide you with a basic introduction to some of the most important political arguments, ideas, and theories, as well as help you become a more informed citizen.

POLS-Y107
Instructor: Smyth  
Course Description: 

World Politics: (Introduction to Comparative Politics)
The rise of social inequality, misinformation, and authoritarian values in modern day democracies begs the question: how long can they last? This course will explore the differences between democracies and autocracies, focusing on political systems, elections, protest, and propaganda. What systems prevail and why? Students will choose countries or regions that interest them to complete their assignments.

POLS-Y109
Instructor: Brannon
Course Description:
Introduction to International Politics
This course will introduce students to the study of international politics. To that end the course will explore the causes of war as well as the stable conditions of peace. It will also focus on issues such as terrorism, civil wars, human rights, trade negotiations and environmental security. No prior knowledge of the subject will be presumed but an interest in contemporary international politics is desirable.
POLS-Y200

Instructor: Zajac
Course Description
Contemporary Political Topics: Security, Diplomacy and Governance (joint listed with INTL-I210)
The course compromises three parts. The first part focuses on examining the origins and development of the contemporary global order from theoretical and practical perspectives. It will cover the pattern of hegemonic wars till WWII, and the complexity of the West-East competition and cooperation during the Cold War. The second section examines changes in international politics in the post-Cold War era with special emphasis on the phenomenon and implications of the US global domination. The last part focuses on forging a new world order, and it will explore the US-China-Russia rivalry and cooperation, and the rising importance of the global governance, among other topics. 

POLS-Y204

Instructor: Bianco

Course Description: 

Institutional Analysis and Governance

Introduces the design and development of political, economic, and social institutions that support democratic governance or its alternatives.  Uses theory to understand connections among individual choice, collective action, institutions and constitutional order. Institutional analysis as a mode of reasoning about contemporary policy problems, law and public affairs
POLS-Y205 
Instructor: Bichay 
Course Description:

Analyzing Politics
This course introduces the approaches and techniques used to study politics scientifically. It will include an introduction to scientific language, concepts, and research skills. We begin with a philosophical examination of how the scientific method ought to work, before moving on to an overview of political science research approaches including case studies, surveys, experiments, and statistical analysis. Students will improve their knowledge of interpreting studies, reading graphs and tables, and analyzing qualitative and quantitative data. 

POLS-Y211
Instructor: Dalecki 
Course Description: 

Introduction to Law

The goal of Introduction to Law is to provide an overview of the basic concepts of law and encourage students to appreciate law as a foundation of individual and group liberties and social order. Additionally, this course will introduce students to legal reasoning: how to make arguments on any side of legal questions, how to choose among competing legal arguments, and how to think with precision, rigor, and care.

Required Readings

All readings will be posted on Canvas.

Keywords

Law, history of law, rule of law, the United Sates court system

POLS-Y212

Instructor: Isaac 
Course Description:
Making Democracy Work: Making American Great Again? The Declaration of Independence and the Meaning of American Citizenship
What does it mean to be an American? Who is an American citizen? What does it mean to be an American citizen? 

 

These questions, brought to the fore by the 2016 election of Donald Trump as President of the U.S., are at the heart of current political debates about immigration, national security, civil rights, and economic policy, and they have been continuously debated throughout the course of U.S. political history. This class will trace and analyze the many ways that these questions have been posed and answered since 1776, and it will do so through a focus on alternative interpretations of the Declaration of Independence, which has sometimes been called the “birth certificate of American democracy.”

 

The Declaration is not the only important text in American political history. But it is a very important touchstone for many important historical debates and is an even more important symbol of American political identity. It is also a very instructive example of the fact that core political principles can be interpreted in many different ways and can thus be heavily contested. Such rhetorical contests play an important role in the evolution of democracy over time, as disenfranchised groups appeal to “foundational” texts, like the Declaration, to justify their demands for recognition and inclusion.

 

This course covers “big” topics, and it offers a broad, panoramic overview of the history of American democracy from 1776 to the present—a long historical time span. The course’s primary purpose is to highlight a few core questions related to the meaning of American citizenship; to expose students to a set of readings that help to illuminate these questions; and to encourage students to think for themselves, in a serious and self-reflexive way, about these questions. These questions are particularly pressing right now, and so it seems particularly important to focus attention on them, and to integrate historical and theoretical discussion with discussion of relevant current events. Each class session will have a clear theme, explicitly noted in the syllabus, to which the assigned readings are connected. The primary method of class instruction will be lecture mixed with discussion. If the syllabus furnishes the “skeletal framework” of the course, in-class lectures and discussion constitute its “flesh and blood.”

  
POLS-Y243
Instructor: 

Course Description:
Governance and Corruption Across the World
Analysis of problems of governance and corruption in developing and /or more developed countries. Examines conditions for effective governance and challenges to economic growth and provision of public goods.  Addresses political causes and consequences of corruption.  Case studies will vary and may be drawn from Asia, Latin America, Africa, Central and Eastern Europe, and North America.
POLS-Y300
Instructor: Barbour

Course Description:
Topics in Current Politics and Governance 

Course for students taking IU POLS DC internship in Washington DC

Off Campus.
POLS-Y300

Instructor: Weinman
Course Description:
The Politics of Identity
Beginning with the postulate that propriety, the normative basis and justification for property, is first and foremost about belonging, and only secondarily about possession or ownership, we will engage with texts written in a number of different disciplines—political theory, area and post-colonial studies, literary theory, and philosophy—and written by authors who self-identify or are identified as either “European” or “non-European” or “hybrids” of both in order to investigate two cases of this sort of belonging: nationality and the dream of cosmopolitan identity; and post-coloniality and long shadow of European imperialism. The first (nationality and cosmopolitanism) will be examined through the critical appropriation of Kant’s classical formulation by Nussbaum, Habermas, and then critiques thereof in the work of Appiah, Arendt, and Benhabib. What does it mean, we will ask, to belong to a nation, or to some entity that is post-national or trans-national? What, for instance, might “European identity” be and what might it be defined against? The second case (post-coloniality and imperialism) is examined through the historical and theoretical discussions of Du Bois, Arendt, Said and Spivak. What does it mean to say that a thought, a cultural practice, or a text belongs to an individual, or to some group, by virtue of some uniquely definable trait? How does this entitlement make possible the notion of “cultural (mis-)appropriation”? 

 

Our in-class experience will blend discussion, guided practice, and brief presentations, given by students and instructor in rotating responsibilities. In addition to reading and reading about identity, we will view, listen to, and consider other forms of art and how their exploration of this concept intersects with words we will read. As both the works we will encounter, and the practices of silencing them all emerge from a unique place and time, we will discover how and why artworks and ideas that were once viewed as value neutral or “universal” have come to be seen differently.
POLS-Y300

Instructor: Isaac
Course Description

American Democracy on the Ballot This November?

Is democracy itself on the ballot in 2024?

And if so, how will democracy fare after election day? Did it win or lose? Did we, as U.S. citizens, win or lose? Are the issues presented by the election-the issues that motivated this course—now “resolved,” or do they persist, and portend challenges in the future? These are the questions that will motivate this course. 

POLS-Y300

Instructor: Brannon
Course Description

Topic: Post-Conflict Peacebuilding
Description: How do we build peace after war? Extensive conflict episodes destroy the fabric of society—dismantling government institutions and their legitimacy, disrupting basic social service provision, enabling injustice and human rights violations, and tearing apart communities and families. Repairing such damage is a tumultuous and complicated endeavor that has critical long-term implications for the stability of a country. In the course, we explore the nuances of how states move forward after conflict. The course is separated into four modules: 1) defining and measuring peace, 2) containing and ending conflict, 3) institutional and economic solutions to war, and 4) bottom-up and local approaches to peace. We consider what “peace” is and how it can be measured and evaluated and discuss the challenges in ending conflict. The class explores how humanitarian interventions, peacekeepers, and internationally mediated peace processes can facilitate peace, as well as discuss the important role of post-conflict institutional arrangements, security sector reform, reintegration programs for ex-combatants, and transitional justice in promoting peace. Finally, the course will conclude with a focus on local initiatives to promote peace.
POLS-Y304

Instructor: Braman 
Course Description:
Constitutional Law
The Constitution and the decisions of Supreme Court justices who interpret it have defined the contours of government power in the United States for over 200 years.   The precise scope and nature of that power is not always clear.  Questions often arise about whether particular governmental entities have the authority to undertake specific actions.  Conflicts sometimes arise between the branches or between the national and state governments concerning appropriate balance of power among different governmental bodies.   In this course, we will examine the constitutional powers of our national institutions -- the United States judicial, legislative, and executive branches.  We will also look at how our constitutional structure limits state and national government actors.  Finally, we will consider how some of the specific tools the United States government has to address national problems have evolved over time through Supreme Court decision making.  
POLS-311

Instructor: Barry Zulauf

Course Description:
Democracy & National Security-IU POLS SCI Internship fall 2024
Course for students taking IU POLS DC Internship 

Registration requires permission from the department.
Analysis of fundamental tensions between democratic values and the requirements of national security.  Topics include homeland security and civil liberties in an age of terror, civil-military relations, oversight of intelligence operations, effects of interventions and wars on democracy abroad and at home, and debates over the morality of United States security policies.
POLS-Y315

Instructor: Carmines 
Course Description:

Political Psychology and Socialization

Political psychology focuses on how psychological concepts and theories help us understand how people view and interpret political events and sometimes act in the political arena. We will begin the course by examining the basic concepts used in the study of political psychology including attitudes, beliefs and cognition. We will then focus on the main areas of research in political psychology including theories of personality, group dynamics, and individual decision-making. Our primary focus will be on the psychological underpinnings of the decisions and actions of political elites, specifically American Presidents.  As the most important political office not just in the United States but today in the entire world, it is not surprising that the study of the presidency has attracted the attention of political psychologists. We shall see how they have used psychological models to explain presidential successes and failures and current attempts to provide psychological profiles of presidential candidates. Our ultimate objective is to assess the extent to which presidents' psychological backgrounds and makeup affect their political beliefs and actions. 

This is a second eight-week course, so it is crucial that students attend class regularly. The course requirements consist of two essay-type exams plus several short papers. The class includes opportunities for group work and class discussion.
POLS-Y317

Instructor: Webster

Location: 

Course Description: 
The United States Congress

Evolution and development of the contemporary Congress.  Topics such as electoral processes; organizational structures and procedures of the Senate and House Representatives; involvement of Congress with other policy making centers; lawmaking, representative, and oversight activities of the national legislature. 
POLS-Y319 

Instructor: Bianco

Course Description:

The United States Congress

Evolution and development of the contemporary Congress.  Topics such as electoral processes; organizational structures and procedures of the Senate and House of Representatives; involvement of Congress with other policymaking centers; lawmaking, representative, and oversight activities of the national legislature. 
POLS-Y324
Instructor: Braman
Course Description:

Gender and Politics

Y324 Women and Politics: Women and the Law
In this course we will examine the status and political action of women throughout the history of our nation.  We will consider how state and federal laws, constitutional amendments, and Supreme Court decisions impact the rights and obligations of women in society, and how society, in turn, affects laws pertaining to women.  We will discuss issues related to political activism, reproductive rights, family law, women in the workplace, and violence against women.  Our primary focus will be the law as it pertains to women in the United States but we will look at the status in women in other political systems for comparison where appropriate.   

Key words: women; constitution; policy

POLS-Y333
Instructor: Wu
Course Description:

Chinese Politics
This course provides an overview of China's political system. We will begin with a brief historical overview of China's political development from 1949 to the present. The remainder of the course will examine the key challenges facing the current generation of CCP leadership, such as economic reforms, regime stability, and political reform. Students will also be familiarized with prominent theories of authoritarian politics. Among other topics, we will examine: factionalism, power- sharing, and political purges; corruption; avenues for political participation and representation; public opinion; protest movements and dissidents; co-optation of ethnic minorities; and media and internet control.

Key words - 

China, Authoritarianism, Political Behavior, Institutions

POLS-Y335
Instructor: Bichay
Location: 
Course Description

Western European Politics
Development, structure, and functioning of political systems, primarily in France, Italy, and Germany.  Political Dynamics of European integration.
POLS-Y352 

Instructor: Bielasiak

Course Description:

The Holocaust and Politics

IT STARTED WITH WORDS: hate speech and antisemitic laws paved the way for Nazi Germany's attempt to exterminate the Jews of Europe and other undesirable populations.  Can it happen here?  To answer the question, the course examines the ideological arguments and political actions concerning the "Jewish question" and decisions towards the Final Solution.  The second part addresses the question of political responsibility through the eyes of perpetrators, victims, and bystanders, at the local and international level.   The content of the course presents each of us with a painful experience that must be harnessed for understanding.  We will use a variety of sources, historical studies and survivors' testimonies, documentary and fictional accounts, films, and poems.  Class assignments will go beyond the typical examinations so that we can personalize the issues through reaction essays or first-person responses.  

POLS-Y360
Instructor: Spechler 
Course Description
United States Foreign Policy in the Nuclear Age                                         

Contrary to once widely held expectations, the end of the Cold War has not eliminated the threat to national and planetary survival posed by nuclear weapons. Both the US and Russia retain huge arsenals, which both sides are working hard to modernize. Russia has begun to deploy some of these in forward positions and has threatened to use them against American allies or the US itself.  A growing number of other states, some of them hostile to the US, are acquiring significant arsenals of their own. Meanwhile, the process of nuclear proliferation has accelerated and increased the danger of nuclear war arising from regional rivalries, miscalculation, accident or detonation by terrorists.  Arguably, the risk of nuclear war is higher today than it has been for more than half a century.  At the same time, the United States, like the other nuclear superpower, is facing serious environmental damage and substantial risks resulting from the production and storage of nuclear warheads and fuel over many decades.

This course will examine the key decisions over the last 70 years by policy makers in the US that contributed to the creation of this dangerous situation, how the U.S. has employed diplomacy to avoid nuclear war and reduce its likelihood, the contemporary consequences of its past decisions, and the prospects for the future. We will consider the options open to American decision makers at the time, the wisdom of and rationale for their choices, and what they should do now.

The course is likely to involve lectures, videos and discussions.  Weekly reading will be 50-60 pages in length, including many original source documents (memoirs, letters, and speeches) and news articles from the past and present, as well as analysts, discussions of the issues. All readings will be available on Canvas.  There will be a short paper, a midterm and a final exam.

POLS-Y361 

Instructor: Zajac  
Course Description:

Contemporary Theories of International Politics    
Theories, like lenses, help us sift through the facts and seek the most plausible explanation as to why things are the way they are. The goal of this course is to furnish students with such lenses and examine how the theories of realism, liberalism, Marxism, constructivism, poststructuralism, postcolonialism, among others, help us make sense of the global politics.
POLS-Y363
Instructor: Spechler
Course Description

Comparative Foreign Policy   
Why did the United States get involved in Vietnam, and why did it stay in the war long after U.S. leaders knew we could not win?  Why did the Soviets invade Afghanistan when they well knew that others' attempts to conquer that country had repeatedly failed?  Why did Hitler attack the Soviet Union despite the fact that no outside power since the 15th century had succeeded in subduing Russia?

History and contemporary international relations are replete with examples of the risks, costs and difficulties of attacking and invading other states and intervening militarily in the politics and conflicts of others.  This course will explore the question of why nations go to war when survival is not at stake.  There will be many case studies, including some quite recent cases, but the focus will be on theories that help us understand this puzzling behavior on the part of states and those who determine or influence national policy. We will be examining the impact of individual leaders, their personal characteristics, beliefs, perceptions and misperceptions, as well as decision-making groups, government bureaucracies, national values and belief systems, and the nature and functioning of various kinds of political systems.  A role-playing exercise at the end of the semester will give students an opportunity to simulate national decision-makers confronting the question of whether or not to use force.

POLS-Y381 

Instructor: Craiutu
Course Description: 

Classical Political Thought

The course offers a close examination of some of the most important works and themes in classical political thought. It includes representative selections from Thucydides’s History of the Peloponnesian War, Plato’s Republic, Aristotle’s Politics, Cicero’s On Duties, St. Augustine’s City of God, and St. Thomas Aquinas’s Summa. We will also examine a major text in non-Western thought (ancient China) by Sun-Tzu (The Art of War). The class will use a combination of lecture and discussions and will have a midterm and a final exam.

POLS-Y383
Instructor: Eber-Schmid
Location: 
Course Description

Foundations of American Political Thought
Explores the evolution of American political ideas from colonization through ratification of the Constitution and its implementation. 
POLS-Y395
Instructor:  DeSante 
Course Description:

Quantitative Political Analysis

Introduction to methods and statistics used in political inquiry, including measures of central tendency and dispersion, probability, sampling, statistical inference and hypothesis testing, measures of association, analysis of variance and regression.
POLS-Y406
Instructor: Scheuerman

Course Description
Democracy in a Global Age
This course focuses on a series of fundamental political questions. What is democracy, and how should we make sense of its core elements? Since those core elements were typically intended to be realized within individual nation-states, does globalization perhaps require us to reevaluate them? Does democracy, in other words, have to be updated to suit our increasingly "global age," where globalization processes limit the state's ability, in far-reaching ways, to control its own affairs? With democracy facing a populist backlash against "global elites," such questions seem more urgent than ever before. The fate of democracy may hang on our ability to answer them effectively. The course starts with a systematic introduction to competing theoretical views of democracy, with special attention paid to the ways in which those views rest on potentially obsolescent political and social premises. After examining globalization's demands on democracy, we consider possibilities for updating and/or improving democracy. Finally, we consider the reemergence of authoritarian and populist movements as responses to globalization and its challenges to existing democracy. Primarily about democracy and its standard theoretical underpinnings, and how globalization threatens them, the course draws on readings and other materials from a variety of scholarly fields.

POLS-Y490
Instructor:  Failer   

Course Description: 

Senior Seminar in Political Science 

Senior standing or consent of department. Seminar sessions arranged to present papers for evaluation and criticism by fellow students.  Subject matter varies by semester.  May be repeated with a different topic for a maximum of 6 credit hours.
POLS-Y490
Instructor: Bielasiak 
Course Description

Senior Seminar in Political Science-
Why do people kill other racial, religious, or ethnic groups?  What are the justifications and who is responsible for genocide?  We cover the political conditions and ideological arguments leading to mass destruction over the past century, e.g., the Holocaust, Rwanda, Ukraine, Gaza.  Then, we examine the evolution of the global human rights agenda. Key themes include, prevention and intervention, punishment, and legacies of genocide. 

To facilitate understanding, we use historical accounts and survivors' testimonies, documentary and fictional sources, films and poems - to account for the tragedies in a way that confronts our humanity. 

Course requirements include in-class and Canvas assignments, short reflection papers on films and readings, and a final.  All readings are available on Canvas.
POLS-Y490 

Instructor:  Eber-Schmid
Course Description: 

Senior Seminar in Political Science 
Fear and Political Thought
In his political treatise, Leviathan, Thomas Hobbes argued that fear was the origin of civil society and political community. For Hobbes, and other writers, theorists, philosophers, and scholars, fear has been the most significant factor in shaping our political lives and our capacity to coexist. But what exactly is “fear,” why is it so important, what is it good for, and what are the implications of fear for how we think about or should think about politics?

This course will examine the relationship between political thought and fear. We will work toward understanding what fear is and how scholars have conceptualized fear and the related emotions of horror, terror, dread, and anxiety. We will examine the role of fear in the formation of early modern and contemporary political thought by interrogating the works of writers such as Niccolò Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes, and others. We will look to historical cases of moral panics and other fearful episodes to interrogate the effects of fear on politics and society, and we will work to politically understand objects of fear with a global impact. Along the way we will examine fear in political theory, history, the politics of existential anxiety, and other dreadful topics. Throughout, we will use works of political theory, philosophy, history, religion, and film to shed light on the political importance and role that fear plays in shaping how we understand our political world.

POLS-Y490

Instructor: MacLean

Course Description:
POLS CAPSTONE SEMINAR

In this class, we investigate some of the most urgent questions of our time about environmental politics: Who decides what is “good” for the environment? How do we manage the tradeoffs between development and the environment? Do environmental problems harm everyone equally? What is the relationship between environmental stress and conflict? How do politics shape our local, national and global response to climate change? By learning about environmental politics around the world, students will develop the skills to think critically, analyze data, and begin to answer these important questions.
POLS-Y499

Instructor: DeSante
Course Description:

Honors Thesis: 

This yearlong seminar is required for undergraduate students who want to graduate with Honors in Political Science.  Its primary purpose is to train and support students to successfully formulate and complete an undergraduate thesis project by the end of spring semester.

During the fall semester, you will learn the nuts and bolts of political thinking and social research to establish a solid foundation for your thesis project.  Our weekly meetings will include a mix of hands-on activities including discussions, peer evaluations, and other collaborative exercises to hone your research and academic writing skills.   Throughout the semester, you will learn to formulate clear research questions, write relevant literature reviews, and select appropriate research designs and methods to obtain good answers.  With separate advice from a faculty advisor, you will assemble these basic components into a thesis prospectus with a clear outline and research completion plan.  

During the spring semester, you will focus on implementing your prospectus with original research and thesis writing.  We will initially have monthly meetings during January and February to discuss your progress and brainstorm solutions to common problems that students face during this active research phase.   After spring break, we will schedule a few group meetings for student presentations to receive collective feedback before you start preparing final revisions and your thesis defense.   Throughout the whole session, you will be working closely with a faculty advisor who will be supervising your individual thesis project.  

